St. Louis Mizzou to You – April 25, 2007

Dean Tom Payne’s Remarks

· Good evening and Welcome to Mizzou to You!

· What’s Happening at Mizzou?

· Students
· I’m very proud of our students and the opportunities we provide them

· Exciting new minor
· Captive Wild Animal Management Minor for Animal Sciences or Fisheries & Wildlife Sciences majors

· Coursework designed to teach conservation, management, and scientific principles related to the care and management of captive wild animals.

· This minor is for students interested in a variety of careers, including:

· Animal Rescue Operations

· Endangered Species Management

· Captive Animal Breeding and Nutrition

· Zoological Parks and Aquariums

· Trista Strauch, Rod Geisert and Bruce Cutter are here this evening and would be great people for you to talk to you about this program.

· Parkway Partnership
· CeCe Leslie has developed a tremendous partnership with the Parkway School District that provides additional opportunities.

· A major outcome of the partnership is the creation of the Life Sciences Quest program, a summer academy held on the Mizzou campus for Parkway students.  

· The inaugural Academy was held last summer and the next academy will be held July 22-28th.  

· I’d like to recognize Ms. Becky Warren, assistant principal, Parkway Central High School, who is here tonight and who has been a major catalyst in development of the program and advocate for the partnership.
· Enrollment Stats

· I’m also pleased to see our St. Louis relationships reflected in our student numbers. 
· About 1/3 of our applications come from the St. Louis area.
· We’re up 14% in our applications overall which is very exciting.  We just continue to grow! 
· Alumni Involvement

· CAFNR Connections Mentor Program
· CAFNR Connections, established in 2005 as joint program of CAFNR Career Services and the Ag Alumni Association.  

· Nearly 150 alumni and friends participate in:

· online database
· on-campus career development workshops

· We have several mentors here with us tonight
· Robert Bockserman, Amber Scherer, and Doug Dean are here
· Stephanie Chipman, our director of career services, tells me all three have been very active—helping with John Brown, on-line advising, and the HRM St. Louis tour.

· Ag Alumni Association 

· This group continues to make a big impact for students in our College. 

· We have two members of the Ag Alumni Board here: Doug Dean and Rick Meyer 

· Rick, I understand we aged you a bit when we sent the e-mail invitation out for the event.  You look mighty good for a ’74 grad not so good for a ’90 grad

· Ag Unlimited Banquet and Auction does an amazing job raising funds for scholarships, this year more than 550 people attended and raised nearly $40,000.

· Next event is the Tiger Ag Classic Golf Tournament on September 21st in Columbia.

· Faculty
· CAFNR has a lot to brag about when it comes to our faculty

· We maintain one of the campus’ strongest teaching faculties

· Award-winning faculty including:

· two Curators Professors in 2006

· Governor’s Award for Excellence in Teaching

· National USDA teaching awards

· Frank Schmidt, biochemistry, was just awarded a prestigious Kemper Award a few weeks ago.

· Faculty in the news
· John Viator
· Study  reveals the spread of skin cancer cells through the blood can be detected through sound using a technique called photoacoustic detection.
· Peter Sutovsky
· Peter’s work focuses on the role of PAWP, a protein vital to reproduction and one that could potentially be regulated to increase chances of pregnancy.

· James Lee
· Identified an enzyme that is responsible for the deterioration of brain function for people with Alzheimer’s disease. 
· Steven Van Doren
· Received a $500,000 grant from the National Institute of Health to purchase a 800 MHz spectrometer which will be the state’s largest. 

· For All We Call Mizzou Campaign

· CAFNR has raised approximately 85% of its $60 million goal in the For All We Call Mizzou Campaign—a university-wide campaign to raise $1 billion by the end of 2008.

· We’ve benefited from some really neat developments with fundraising this year

· $1.1 million gift established an endowed chair in Agroforesty named for Gene Garrett.

· Ag Foundation helped create a way for us to accept gifts of land

· We’ve partnered with Ducks Unlimited to raise funds for the Wetland Ecology Center for Excellence

· As you can see, there are a lot of exciting things happening at Mizzou and I’m pleased to be able to share a few of them with you

· CeCe Leslie is going to head to the Auditorium to meet with students and their families now.

· Thanks for coming everyone!
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