Kansas City Mizzou to You – October 29, 2007

Dean Tom Payne’s Remarks

· Good evening and Welcome to Mizzou to You!

· We’re glad you’re here to learn a bit more about what’s new in our College and at Mizzou
Academic Programs:
· Exciting new minor 

· Captive Wild Animal Management Minor for Animal Sciences or Fisheries & Wildlife Sciences majors

· This minor is for students interested in a variety of careers, including:

· Animal Rescue Operations

· Endangered Species Management

· Captive Animal Breeding and Nutrition

· Zoological Parks and Aquariums

· Coursework is designed to teach conservation, management, and scientific principles related to the care and management of captive wild animals.
· Rod Geisert and Bruce Cutter are here this evening and would be great people for you to talk to you about this program.
· Masters of Agriculture
· Interdisciplinary, Non-Thesis

· Aimed at the working professional

· First Master's Degree in the college that allows a student to earn degree off-campus

· Also available for students on-campus who want flexibility in their graduate degree

· Already taking applications for Spring 2008.

· Masters Degree in Natural Resources

· Just approved by Curators

· Accepting applications for Spring 2008
· Non-thesis degree program

· Targets early to mid-career professionals interested in an advanced degree to enhance career advancement

· Interdisciplinary approach

· Courses are taught on campus

· Unique in the Midwest

· A little more info about the College…
· Student Recruitment Information
· We’re up 14% in our applications overall which is very exciting.  We just continue to grow! 
· Alumni Involvement

· Our Ag Alumni Association is one of the largest on campus, and is the most active.  

· Ag Alumni Association
· Coming up next January 26th is the Ag Unlimited Auction and Banquet. 

· This fun event has raised thousands of dollars over the years for our students, and has also supported teaching efforts in our College. 

· If you’d like to have a great time with like-minded alumni and friends of the College, put January 26, 2008 on your calendar and come to Columbia to join us.

·  You can bid on a dinner with me and my wife, Alice – and we do the cooking! But I’ve got to warn you, we don’t come cheap!
· CAFNR Connections Mentor Program
· Many of our alums have signed up as mentors for our current and future students, helping them determine career paths and interview skills and that sort of thing.  

· CAFNR Connections, established in 2005 as joint program of CAFNR Career Services and the Ag Alumni Association.  

· Nearly 150 alumni and friends participate in:

· online database
· on-campus career development workshops

· For All We Call Mizzou Campaign

· CAFNR has raised approximately 88% of its $60 million goal in the For All We Call Mizzou Campaign—a university-wide campaign to raise $1 billion by the end of 2008.

· We fully expect to reach and maybe surpass that goal. 

· Our development team has expanded

· Heidi Griswold, development officer, joined our team this summer and is with us this evening.

· We’ve benefited from some really neat developments with fundraising this year

· Ag Foundation helped create a way for us to accept gifts of land

· We’ve partnered with Ducks Unlimited to raise funds for the Wetland Ecology Center for Excellence
· A little more info about happenings at Mizzou…
· Campus is ever-changing.  New facilities include:

· Schweitzer Hall addition

· The $10-million addition to the south side of Schweitzer Hall, which includes a connecting bridge to Schlundt Hall Annex, will consolidate campus biochemistry research efforts.

· MU Life Sciences Incubator

· The proposed MU Life Science Incubator at Monsanto Place, a $9.7 million, 33,000 gross-square-foot, single-story building to be completed in multiple phases, is to be located east of the MU Research Reactor. 

· Brady Commons Expansion

· The MU Student Center/Brady Commons expansion project will construct a 145,000 sq. ft space, creating a stimulating, user-friendly student center that provides a welcoming and dynamic environment for students and campus guests. 

· The entire project is expected to be completed by Summer 2010.

· Seems like there was something else I wanted to mention.  What was it???

· Our #9 ranked Mizzou Tigers!

· A fitting way to wrap this up…

· CeCe, will you help me with celebrate our tigers with MIZ-ZOU?
· As you can see, there are a lot of exciting things happening in our College and I’m pleased to be able to share a few of them with you.

· CeCe Leslie is going to meet with the prospective students and families now.

· Thanks for coming everyone!
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