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Facilitating an Efficient and Effective 

Philanthropic Process 
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Agenda 

• Understanding Approach and Your Role 

• Clinical Assessment of Process  

• Language   
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Understanding Approach and Your Role 
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Clinical Assessment of Process  

 

 

 

 

 

OLD FORMULA 

Capacity + Inclination = Ask 

 

NEW FORMULA 

Capacity + Inclination +  

Readiness (Priority + Impact + Giving Level + Timing) 

 = Ask 
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"In my experience . . . donors invest in big ideas.  The time 
has passed when donors invest or make contributions 
because it's the right thing to do or because it's what 

everybody is doing. 

They want to see their investment yield results.  

They are very eager to make those investments, but have a 
high quotient for accountability.” 

     ~Rebecca Rimel, President & CEO,   
    Pew Charitable Trusts 
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Language  
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A Qualification Conversation 
1.  What type of relationship have they had with Ohio State  

 University? What is their Ohio State story? 

 

2. What’s important to them now (work, family, personal 

 interests, life stages, etc.) 

 

3. Open to being a donor to Ohio State within the next 18 

 months? If not, why? 

 

4. Other philanthropic interests? Where? Why? 

 

5. Who else cares about philanthropy? (spouse, family, 

 advisor, etc.) 
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Qualification Question 
1. What type of relationship have they had with Ohio 

State University?  What is their Ohio State story? 
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In Your Own Words… 
 

 

 

 

 

 

• What brought you to Ohio State? 

 

• Tell me about your life—where were you 

born/raised?  How did you get to where you 

are today? 

 

• If applicable, Why do you support Ohio 

State?  What do you think about Ohio 

State? 

 

• Other ideas? 
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Qualification Question 
2. What’s important to them now (work, family, 

personal interests, life stages, etc) 
 

 

 

 

* An important finding is that a majority of high net worth 

individuals draw upon their values when determining 

which non-profits to support financially (78.3 percent) 

 

* Wealthy donors reported their top challenges to 

charitable giving were identifying what they cared about 

and deciding where to donate (67.3 percent) 
 

* The 2016 U.S. Trust® Study of High Net Worth Philanthropy examines the giving patterns, 

priorities, and attitudes of America’s wealthiest households for the year 2015 



6/29/2017 

7 

13 

In Your Own Words… 
 

 

 

 

 

 

• What accomplishments in life are you most 

proud of and why? 

 

• What kind of legacy do you want to have? 

 

• How do you spend your time outside of work? 

 

• What is your passion? 

 

• Other ideas? 
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Qualification Question 
3. Open to being a donor to OSU within the next 18 

 months? (amount of gift is based on specific 

 situation) 

 

* The plurality of wealthy donors in our sample think of themselves as 

novices concerning charitable giving (48.9 percent).  Those who 

consider themselves experts, more than a third (37.1 percent) consult 

an advisor. 
 

* The 2016 U.S. Trust® Study of High Net Worth Philanthropy examines the giving patterns, priorities, 

and attitudes of America’s wealthiest households for the year 2015 
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In Your Own Words… 
 

 

 

 

 

 

• It sounds like the university has played an important 

role in your like.  Have you thought about giving 

back? 

 

• It has been so fantastic to learn about your time on 

campus.  Given how meaningful Professor X or 

Physician X was to you, have you/would you consider 

supporting a fund in his/her name? 

 

• Now let me put on my fundraising hat… 
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In Your Own Words… 
 

 

 

 

 

 

• The University typically selects student scholarship 

recipients in the Spring and awards the scholarship at 

the beginning of the next academic year.  Based on 

that timing, do you think we can work toward a 

February date for our gift discussions so your 

scholarship can impact a student next academic year? 

 

• Also, you mentioned you want to provide one full 

tuition scholarship. An endowment of approximately 

$250,000 will cover a full in-state tuition scholarship.  

Is that a gift range we can continue to talk about? 
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In Your Own Words… 
 

 

 

 

 

 

• Dr. Caligiuri has an immediate need to move his 

research forward for the future of NIH funding.  He 

needs some seed money to prove his concept.  Can I 

let him know that a gift within the next 3 months is 

possible?  
 

    Great.  He needs $125,000—is that a range you feel  

    comfortable supporting? 
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In Your Own Words… 
 

 

 

 

 

 

• Thank you for your interest in supporting our new 

building.  We need 50% of the funds pledged before 

we can bring this forward for university approval.  

Based on the timing of the construction cycle, Board 

of Trustees approval, length to start, etc. it would be 

great to secure those commitments by June.  Is that a 

date you are comfortable with? 
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Qualification Question 
4. Other philanthropic interests?  Where?  Why? 
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In Your Own Words… 
 
• What are your top three giving priorities—and does Ohio 

State fall into the mix?   

 

• You are obviously so involved in your community/church.  

Does the university fit into your philanthropic priorities?  If 

so, where? 

 

• What inspired your first gift to Ohio State?  

 

• Other ideas? 
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Qualification Question 
5. Who else cares about philanthropy? (spouse, 

 family, advisor, etc.)  

*The highest proportion of all married/partnered wealthy 

households (50.5 percent) made charitable decisions 

jointly in 2015.  

 
 

* The 2016 U.S. Trust® Study of High Net Worth Philanthropy examines the giving patterns, 

priorities, and attitudes of America’s wealthiest households for the year 2015 
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In Your Own Words… 
 

• When you are thinking about your philanthropic 

investments, who else is involved?  
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